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St. Nicholas Antiochian Orthodox Church 

Sunday Bulletin – August 28th, 2011 A.D.
- 11th Sunday after Holy Pentecost -
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Church Address: 80 de Castelnau Est, Montreal, QC, H2R 1P2 – Office: 514-270-9788; Fax: 514-270-6424;

Hall: 514-276-3102; Pastoral Emergency: 514-926-7875 - www.stnicholasmtl.org/office@stnicholasmtl.org
Fr. Mark-Arsenios Wyatt (Pastor)

+ The Holy Epistle (1 Corinthians 9:2-12) +

Brethren, you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord.  This is my defense to those who would examine me.  Do we not have the right to our food and drink?  Do we not have the right to be accompanied by a wife, as the other apostles and the brothers of the Lord and Cephas?  Or is it only Barnabas and I who have no right to refrain from working for a living?  Who serves as a soldier at his own expense?  Who plants a vineyard without eating any of its fruit?  Who tends a flock without getting some of the milk? Do I say this on human authority?  Does not the law say the same?  For it is written in the law of Moses, "You shall not muzzle an ox when it is treading out the grain."  Is it for oxen that God is concerned?  Does he not speak entirely for our sake?  It was written for our sake, because the plowman should plow in hope and the thresher thresh in hope of a share in the crop.  If we have sown spiritual good among you, is it too much if we reap your material benefits?  If others share this rightful claim upon you, do not we still more?  Nevertheless, we have not made use of this right, but we endure anything rather than put an obstacle in the way of the gospel of Christ.
يا إخوةُ إنَّ خاتَمَ رِسالتي هو أنتُم في الرب* وهذا هو احتجاجي عندَ الذينَ يفحصونَني* ألَعَلَّنا لا سلطانَ لَنا أنْ نأكُلَ ونَشْرَبَ* ألَعَلّنا لا سلطانَ لنا أن نَجُولَ بامرأةٍ أُخْتٍ كسائِرِ الرسُلِ وإخوةِ الربِّ وصَفّا* أمْ أنا وبَرنابا وحْدَنا لا سلطانَ لنا أنْ لا نشتَغِل* مَن يتجَنَّدُ قَطُّ والنفَقَةُ على نَفسِهِ. مَن يَغْرِسُ كرْماً ولا يأكُلُ من ثَمَرِهِ. أو مَنْ يَرْعى قطيعاً ولا يأكُلُ مِنْ لَبَنِ القطيع* ألَعَلّي أتَكَلّمُ بهذا بحسَبِ البشريَّةِ أَمْ ليْسَ الناموسُ أيضاً يقولُ هذا* فإِنَّهُ كُتِبَ في ناموسِ موسى لا تَكُمَّ ثَوْراً دارِساً. ألعلَّ اللهُ تُهِّمُهُ الثيران* أَمْ قالَ ذلِكَ من أجلِنا لا محالةَ. بَلْ إنَّما كُتِبَ من أجلِنا. لأنَهُ ينبغي للحارِثِ أن يحرُثَ على الرجاءِ وللدارِسِ على الرجاءِ أن يكونَ شريكاً في الرجاء* إنْ كُنّا نحن قد زَرَعْنا لَكُمْ الروحِيَّاتِ أفيكونُ عظيماً أن نَحْصُدَ مِنْكُمُ الجسدِيَّات* إن كانَ آخَرونَ يشترِكونَ في السلطانِ عليكُم أفَلَسْنا نحن أَوْلى. لكِنَّا لَمْ نستعملُ هذا السلطانَ بلْ نحتمِلُ كُلَّ شيءٍ لئّلا نُسَبِّبَ تعويقاً ما لبشارةِ المسيح
+ The Holy Gospel (St. Matthew 18:23-35) +
The Lord spoke this parable:  "The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his servants.  When he began the reckoning, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents; and as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made.  So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, 'Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.'  And out of pity for him the lord of that servant released him and forgave him the debt.  But that same servant, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denari; and seizing him by the throat he said, 'Pay me what you owe.'  So his fellow servant fell down and besought him, 'Have patience with me, and I will pay you.'  He refused and went and put him in prison till he should pay the debt.  When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place.  Then his lord summoned him and said to him, 'You wicked servant!  I forgave you all that debt because you besought me; and should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?'  And in anger his lord delivered him to the jailers, till he should pay all his debt.  So also my heavenly Father will do to everyone of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart."

قالَ الربُّ هذا المثل. يُشْبِهُ ملكوتُ السماواتِ إنساناً مَلِكاً أرادَ أنْ يُحاسِبَ عبيدَهُ* فَلَمَّا بَدَأَ بالمحاسبةِ أُحضِرَ إليهِ واحِدٌ عليهِ عشْرَةُ آلافِ وزنةٍ* وإذْ لَمْ يكُنْ لَهُ ما يُوفِي أَمَرَ سيِّدُهُ أنْ يُباعَ هو وامرأَتُهُ وأولادُهُ وكُلُّ ما لهُ ويُوفَى عنهُ* فَخَرَّ ذلِكَ العبْدُ ساجداً له قائِلاً تَمَهَّلْ عَلَيَّ فأُوفِيكَ كلَّ ما لَكَ* فَرَقَّ سَيِّدُ ذلِكَ العبْدِ وأطْلَقَهُ وَتَرَكَ لَهُ الدَيْن* وبعدَ ما خَرَجَ ذلِكَ العبْدُ وَجَدَ عبْداً مِنْ رُفَقائِهِ مدْيوناً لَهُ بمئَةِ دينارٍ فأمْسَكَهُ وأخَذَ يَخْنُقُهُ قائِلاً أوْفِني ما لي عليْكَ فَخَرَّ ذلِكَ العبْدُ على قدمَيْهِ وطَلَبَ إليْهِ قائِلاً تَمَهَّلْ عَلَيَّ فأُوفيكَ كُلَّ ما لَكَ* فَأَبَى وَمَضَى وَطَرَحَهُ في السجْنِ حتى يُوفِيَ الدَّيْن* فلَمَّا رأى رُفَقاؤُهُ ما كان حَزِنُوا جِدّاً وجاءُوا فأَعْلَمُوا سيِّدَهُمْ بِكُلِّ ما كان* حينئِذٍ دَعاهُ سَيِّدُهُ وقالَ لَهُ أَيُّها العبدُ الشرّيرُ كُلُّ ما كانَ عليكَ تَرَكْتُهُ لَكَ لأنَّكَ طَلَبْتَ إلَيَّ* أفمَاَ كانَ ينبغي لَكَ أن ترحَمَ أنتَ أيضاً رفيقَكَ كَما رَحِمْتُكَ أنا* وَغَضِبَ سيِّدُهُ وَدَفَعَهُ إلى المعذِّبينَ حتى يُوفِيَ جميعَ ما لهُ عليهِ* فهَكَذا أبي السماويُّ يَصْنَعُ بِكُمْ إنْ لَمْ تَتْرُكوا من قلوبِكُم كلُّ واحِدٍ لأخيهِ زلاَّتِهِ.
· Meditation #1: “Let Godly Commitments Define You!”
(By: Purpose Driven Connection)

Since everything around us is going to melt away, what holy, godly lives you should be living! (2 Peter 3:11)

Your commitments can develop you, or they can destroy you, but either way, they will define you. Tell me what you’re committed to, and I’ll tell you what you’ll be in twenty years. It is at this very point of commitment that most people miss God’s purpose for their lives. Many are afraid to commit to anything, so they just drift through life. Others make half-hearted commitments to competing values, and that leads to frustration and mediocrity. Others make a full commitment to worldly goals, such as becoming wealthy or famous, and they end up disappointed and bitter. Every choice we make has eternal consequences, so we need to choose wisely: “Since everything around us is going to melt away, what holy, godly lives you should be living!” (2 Peter 3:11). As believers, we should be defined by godly, loving commitments. If we want to become more like Jesus, then we need to commit to the same things he did.
· Meditation #2: “Be Defined By Your Service to Others!”

(By: Purpose Driven Connection)

Your attitude must be like my own, for I, the Messiah, did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give my life. (Matthew 20:28)

Service is not something to be tacked onto our schedules when we can spare the time. It is the heart of the Christian life. Jesus came “to serve” and “to give” — and those two verbs should define your life on earth, too. Jesus taught that spiritual maturity is never an end in itself. Maturity is for ministry! It is not enough to keep learning more and more. We must act on what we know and practice what we claim to believe. Study without service leads to spiritual stagnation. Yet serving is the opposite of our natural inclination. Most of the time we’re more interested in “serve us” than service. We say, “I’m looking for a Church that meets my needs and blesses me,” not, “I’m looking for a place to serve and be a blessing.” But as we mature in Christ, the focus of our lives should increasingly shift to living a life of service. The mature follower of Jesus stops asking, “Who’s going to meet my needs?” and starts asking, “Whose needs can I meet?” 

Synaxarion: On this day, the Holy Orthodox Church commemorates our Righteous Father St. Moses the Ethiopian. St. Moses was at first an escaped slave and the leader of a robber band because of his great physical strength and recklessness. Suddenly his conscience was filled with remorse and repentance for his crimes. St. Moses left the band, went to a monastery and gave himself entirely to obedience to his spiritual father and to the rule of the monastery. With the help of his spiritual father, St. Isidore, and with great struggling, fasting and all-night vigils, St. Moses was finally healed from the lustful thoughts, imaginings and dreams visited on him by the demon. As a Priest, St. Moses founded a monastery of his own, and had 75 disciples. He foresaw his own death, as barbarians were coming to attack the monastery. St. Moses told his disciples to flee but that he must perish—for he had himself once done violence—according to the words: “all they that take the sword shall perish with the sword” (Matt. 26:52). St. Moses died and a shining wreath descended upon him. By the intercessions of The Saint, O Lord, have mercy on us and save us, since Thou art good and the Lover of mankind. Amen.

Message from Fr. Mark: With much joy I write to you all, expressing my heartfelt thanks to His Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP for his decision to keep me as your Pastor, and expressing my thanks to all of you who showed your support to the Church and your love for me and my family. It is a known fact that our Parishioners have a strong attachment to St. Nicholas Church, you all support your Church, and I see your support. However, what I would like to see more of is YOU! Please help us fill-up our Church with you and your families (children included!). Please make an effort in your most busy schedules to come to your Church, your spiritual home, which needs your presence & support. Please be a part of my life by making the Church a part of your life! God bless you!
September 1st is the Orthodox Ecclesial New Year, and I am making a new year’s resolution on your behalf for this parish: “No Negativity Policy”. Remember what our mothers told us when we were young: “If you don’t have anything nice to say, don’t say anything at all…”, and remember also what our Lord continues to tell us: “Do unto others, what you want done to you…” Let’s practice these Golden Rules and see how our Parish will change for the better! Remind each other! Help each other! Love each other! Stay together!
* Announcements *
· Every Saturday: Great Vespers at 6:00 p.m. 
· Every Sunday: Orthros at 9:30 a.m. & Divine Liturgy at 10:30 a.m.
· Confession: in the Church and by appointment only.

· Church Bookstore - open after all Church Services & upon request. (See Fr. Mark).
· H.E. Metropolitan PHILIP will be at St. Mary’s Church for the weekend of September 10-11, contact their Office to find out about their festivities (514-858-7004).

· We would like to thank our Sponsors for today’s Coffee Hour: Mr. & Mrs. George Kouri; Mr. & Mrs. Khalil Mansour; Mr. & Mrs. Daher Abouassleh; and Mr. & Mrs. Joe Azakie. 

· We would like to thank Paul Massad & Michael Lutfy for another successful Raffle. It was a great evening, and we thank all Parishioners who helped make it a success also! Congratulations to the following 10 winners: 1st Prize - Judd Majdell, 2nd Prize - Eric Zakaib, 3rd Prize - David Lutfy, 4th Prize - Dr. Michael Aziz, 5th Prize - Richard Lutfy, 6th Prize - Hani Issa, 7th Prize - Abie Sterner, 8th Prize - Adonis, 9th Prize - Eva Gebara; Najla Darwish; Margaret Diab; Virginia Shadeed; Leona Assaly, 10th Prize - Mounir Abou Assaleh.

· Sunday School Meeting: September 1st at 7:00 p.m.

· Antiochian Women Meeting: September 6th at 7:15 p.m.
· Parish Council Meeting: September 7th at 7:00 p.m.

· Annual Festive Autumn Bazaar: September 17 & 18
· Induction of Officers: September 25th at the end of the Service.

· Annual Diocese of Ottawa Soccer Tournament: September 2nd (9am-5pm) at Catalogna Soccer-Plex (Lachine) – Registration $35.00 (lunch included). Contact Christian Kishfy (514-261-8500) or Myriam Zakaib (514-748-0882) to play and/or for more details. 

Today’s Memorial Service – Trisagion Prayer for the Departed  “Memory Eternal!”

* 32nd Year for Assad Sabbagh & 20th Year for Nassima Sabbagh. Offered by the Sabbagh Family.































